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Herewith my report to the AGM on the 2022 Board Elections.

I was asked to step in and act as the Independent Chair/Returning Officer for the election 
process midway through the election, after the nomination process but in advance of the 
contested ballot.

By the closing time and date of the nomination period eight nominations had been received for 
the six available position and therefore a contested election was necessary.

Following this process, the six candidates receiving the highest number of votes would be 
elected to the Board subject to an affirmative vote by the attendees at the Trust AGM.

The successful nominees will fill positions with three-year terms of office.

The result of the contested election was as follows:

Dan Maclennan 149

Matt Spooner 146

Chris Armstrong 141

Dave Noble 140

Kieron Bulman 134

Billy Atkinson 93

Gerard Gornall 88

Norman Steel 56

Therefore, I declare Dan Maclennan, Matt Spooner, Chris Armstrong, Dave Noble, Kieron 
Bulman, and Billy Atkinson; successful in this election and they will be appointed subject to 
the affirmative endorsement at your AGM. There were 190 valid ballots cast from a membership
of 585 members representing a 32.48% turnout.

There were 3 valid postal votes and 187 cast electronically.

Unfortunately, 1 postal vote was sent to the wrong address and 5 electronic votes were 
received after the ballot period closed.

There were numerous ballot forms returned with errors, but I’m pleased to say all but two were 
resolved and subsequently counted.

It is with much regret that I have to say the running of this election was very difficult with 
numerous complaints about many of the candidates’ behaviour during the election. Having 
considered all the complaints I took the decision to warn all candidates about their behaviour 



and request that going froward they would all adhere to the Election Policy as published on your
website.

My thanks to your Secretary, Alastair Woodcock, for his assistance with the Election process.

I am required to report on whether the Election process was complied with and whether I 
consider the result to be democratically valid. I conform that I do so consider but going forward I
recommend that future elections are run in accordance with your election policy and an Election
Management Group is established in plenty of time to administer the whole process to include 
an Independent person as Chair from the outset.

There are various actions that need to be taken to ensure future elections are run in a manner 
that complies with your election policy, but the election policy itself also needs reviewing to 
comply with best practice. My colleagues at the FSA will be happy to advise going forward.

One point I should mention is that normal practice is for candidates to be confidentially advised 
of the result prior to the announcement at the AGM out of courtesy. The current Board objected 
to this happening, and with the AGM scheduled for this morning I agreed, exceptionally, that the
results would be announced to all at the AGM. Going forward I would hope all candidates in 
future elections are given that courtesy of knowing the results prior to the public announcement.

Neil Le Milliere

Independent Chair & Returning Officer 2022


